Crossbill Guides: The Nature Guide To The Cevennes And Grands Causses 

Dirk Hilbers and Gert Bosgra

This is a fantastic book - the very antithesis of the popular mass tourist guides. As the title suggests it concentrates on the the Cevennes and the neighbouring Grands Causses. It covers with an assured ease all aspects of the landscape: geography, geology, rivers and gorges, climate, forests, scrubland, meadows, heaths and bogs. It is excellent on flora and fauna. Lots of information with superb photographs and maps.   Extensive list of plant and animal species covered - in English, Latin, German and Dutch - but mysteriously not Occitan or French, with a dedicated list of local orchids. 

There is also a section on 19 walking routes of varying difficulty, along with interesting sites and other extras. 

Paperback. 254 pages - quality paper extremely well bound.  Lots of colour photographs and maps.  ISBN 978 90 5011 2796 

This is everything a guidebook should be. Highly recommended. Let's hope Crossbill do more books on the Languedoc (There is already one on the Camargue). 

Unfortunately not yet available through Amazon - but visit www.crossbillguides.org or www.wildguides.co.uk
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